
The Community Planning Association of 
Southwest Idaho (COMPASS) is an association 
of local governments working together to plan 

for the future of Ada and Canyon Counties. 
COMPASS members coordinate regional 

efforts and set priorities for spending federal 
transportation funding.

Activity centers are concentrations of residential and commercial 
areas, such as downtowns, office parks, and shopping centers. 

They represent the highest densities and most diverse land uses in 
the region and support a robust mix of transportation modes.

FUTURE activity centers

Future neighborhoods are anticipated to be developed as urban 
neighborhoods by the year 2050. They are mostly located near 

existing infrastructure to avoid consuming farmland. A balance of 
transportation options will be needed, depending on the location 

and specific land uses.

future neighborhoods

Communities in Motion 2050 Vision
The Communities in Motion 2050 Vision illustrates the preferred growth scenario to the year 2050 for Ada and Canyon 
Counties, ID. Created using input from local stakeholders, including the public, the Vision guides development of the long-
range transportation plan, Communities in Motion 2050. Both the Communities in Motion 2050 plan and Vision support safety, 
convenience, economic vitality, and quality of life for all residents. 

This map depicts how the region is forecasted to look in 2050, based on the Communities in Motion 2050 Vision.The 
corresponding color-coded illustrations and descriptions below provide details about each development type.  

Existing neighborhoods comprise most of the built environment 
and have opportunities for reuse and infill. These are primarily 
urban residential areas, but also include services such as parks, 
schools, and shopping. A balance of transportation options is 

needed, depending on the location and specific land uses.

existing neighborhoods

Rural areas include farmland and open space. Most arterial roads in 
rural areas are regional and are meant for longer trips.

rural
This boundary around each city reflects the area that is expected 

to be annexed into the city in the future. The boundaries are 
designated by each city, with agreement from the county, to 

guide future development to be near existing infrastructure to 
help ensure access to public services and protect rural lands. The 

population and jobs figures shown on the back of this map are 
based on these boundaries, as opposed to current city limits, to 
provide a more realistic comparison between 2020 and 2050. 

AREAS OF IMPACT BOUNDARY

The Communities in Motion 2050 Vision includes two high-capacity 
transit routes: 1) regional rail along the Boise Cutoff rail corridor 
alignment south of the Boise River and 2) bus rapid transit along 

the State Street/State Highway 44 corridor north of the Boise River. 
Both would provide quality east-west transit service connecting the 

region’s major cities and activity centers.

HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT



Forecasted Growth        

2020 Population 2020 Jobs 2050 Population 2050 Jobs

ADA
Boise                271,010        149,330                314,520                   198,130

Eagle                  33,540             9,850                  54,670                     15,740 

Garden City                  12,290             8,340                  19,000                     11,520 

Kuna                  31,730             4,700                  72,020                     14,130 

Meridian                123,810           46,970                192,540                     80,270 

Star                  11,810             1,240                  22,380                       5,300 

Ada County Rural                  10,780             2,580                  40,690                       8,670 

Ada County Total                494,970        223,010                715,820                   333,760 

CANYON
Caldwell                  66,680           18,720                111,190                     35,000 

Greenleaf                    2,910                890                    4,170                       1,570 

Melba                        970                200                    1,700                          420 

Middleton                  15,660             1,900                  40,570                       9,750 

Nampa                115,860           40,560                168,140                     71,710 

Notus                    990                200                    1,460                          370 

Parma                    2,700                890                    3,330                       1,250 

Wilder                    2,940                730                    3,620                       1,850 

Canyon County Rural                 22,400             3,750                  25,000                       4,200 

Canyon County Total                231,110           67,840                359,180                   126,120 

REGIONAL TOTAL                726,080        290,850             1,075,000                   459,880 

COMPASS forecasts that 1,075,000 people will live in in Ada and Canyon Counties by 2050. The map below shows the location and density of 
households and jobs in the region in 2020 and where new growth is likely to occur by 2050. The year 2020 is represented by solid colors, with darker 
shades indicating more densely populated areas. Dots reflect the additional households and jobs forecasted by 2050, with each dot representing 20 
new households (blue) or jobs (red). The table reflects similar information, comparing 2020 and 2050 population and jobs for each municipality.

 

The figures in this table are based on areas of city impact as of July 2021 
and rounded to the nearest 10


